
Home Visiting gets results and 
transforms lives.

Invest in 
America’s 
Families

Investments in MIECHV lead to significant long-
term benefits — for parents, their children, their 
communities, and taxpayers.
The Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) Program connects 
young families with evidence-based support that provides parents with information and 
reinforces skills to help them raise healthy children. During home visits, professionals 
including nurses, social workers, early childhood educators, and specially trained 
parents visit families of infants and young children in their home, coaching parents 
on a wide range of topics such as nutrition, safety, positive parenting techniques, and 
tracking developmental milestones. Giving children a better, healthier start through 
home visiting has a measurable return on investment. Among other results, home visits 
lead to reduced spending on government programs and increased earnings for both 
parents and children later in life.

Home visiting is a smart investment with reliable returns for 
families and taxpayers.
Studies have found dramatic savings for families and government when modest 
financial investments are made in home visiting programs. A Pew Center study showed 
that government savings were in excess of $32,000 per child served, while a study 
commissioned by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services showed that over 
an individual’s lifetime, benefits appear to exceed costs by amounts ranging from 20 
percent to more than 200 percent.



About Us
The Home Visiting Coalition (HVC) is a diverse group of organizations committed to the well-being of children, working 
to continue and expand federal support of home visiting to strengthen families in communities across the country. 

nationalhomevisitingcoalition.org

An investment in MIECHV 
has proven results for our 
families and our future.

The MIECHV program invests federal 
funding in home visiting programs that 
have demonstrated results through rigorous 
testing. Decades of research show that 
home visits lead to meaningful outcomes 
for American families that save government 
money, including:

 � Fewer preterm births

 � Reductions in child maltreatment

 � Fewer injury-related emergency room visits

 � More economically independent mothers

 � Increased kindergarten readiness

These programs yield significant savings 
over time through reduced mental health 
and criminal justice costs, decreased 
dependence on welfare, and increased 
employment. Depending on the home 
visiting model, returns can be as high as $5 
for every $1 invested.

The MIECHV program improves the well-
being of both parents and children across 
their lives, but it expires on December 
16, 2022, leaving many American families 
without reliable access to services and 
preventing expansion of the program. 
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transform the lives of at-risk expectant 
and new parents and their babies and to 
generate significant returns on taxpayer 
investments. The many benefits of 
quality home visitation include: 

 School readiness and workforce 
preparation: At-risk children who 
participated in one high-quality, 
voluntary nurse home visiting 
program had better cognitive and 
vocabulary scores by age six10 
and higher third-grade scores in 
math and reading than the control 
group.11 At-risk toddlers who 
participated in another voluntary 
home visitation program were 42.5 
percent more likely to graduate 
from high school than their peers 
who did not participate.12

 Current workforce: Mothers who 
participated in the Nurse-Family 
Partnership program had a 30-month 
reduction in welfare use13 and an 82 
percent increase in the number of 
months they were employed by their 
child’s fourth birthday.14

 Lower health costs: The Healthy 
Families America program helped 
reduce the incidence of low 
birthweight,15 which is associated 
with costly short- and long-term 
health problems such as high 
blood pressure, cerebral palsy, and 
lung disease, as well as other poor 
outcomes for children.16 

The Nurse-Family Partnership, a high-quality 
nurse home visiting program, has been 
shown to have a positive benefit-cost ratio 
due to improved economic health of 
participating high-risk families, reduced 
crime and significant savings to taxpayers.

Economic Benefits of Quality
Home Visiting to Society 
and Participants 
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SOURCE: Karoly, L.A., Kilburn, M.R., and Cannon, J.S. 
“Early Childhood Interventions: Proven Results, Future 
Promise.” (Arlington, VA: RAND Corporation, 2005). 98.  
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/monographs
/2005/RAND_MG341.pdf.
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