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Great Start Georgia funds home visiting initiatives in 17 counties with 
federal funding from the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home 

Visiting program, Early Learning Challenge grant funds, and Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funds.   

 

Investment: 

Evidence-based home visiting is a major service strategy within Georgia’s comprehensive, 
community-based maternal and early childhood system, called Great Start Georgia. The 

vision is statewide implementation of the GSG framework one community at a time, 
resulting in the availability of EBHV for families with higher needs in all communities 
across the state.  Georgia has a long history of supporting EBHV through a variety of 
funding streams.  There are many EBHV programs in the state that are not GSG sites.   

 

The Nurse Family Partnership works 
with low-income first time mothers 
and their children to improve 
prenatal health and outcomes, child 
health and development, and family 
economic self-sufficiency. 

Healthy Families America provides 
home visiting services prenatally 
through age three and focuses on 
increasing prenatal care, healthy 
development, school readiness and 
more. 

Parents as Teachers allows families 
to enroll at any point between 
pregnancy and kindergarten entry 
and focuses on parenting practices, 
detecting developmental delays, and 
kindergarten readiness. 

Early Head Start home visiting 
services are available to low-income 
families with children birth to age 
three. EHS aims to improve prenatal 
outcomes, promote healthy child 
development and family functioning. MIECHV Sites 
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Accomplishments: 

Georgia has used MIECHV funds to support the following: 

• Two data collection systems were developed in support of 
home visiting services: 1) the central intake data system for 
GSG, which captures information on referrals, screening 
results, linkages made to community services and home visiting, 
and 2) the Georgia Home Visiting Information System 
(GEOHVIS), which provides information on families enrolled 
in MIECHV-funded EBHV programs.  

• Common intake systems were developed and implemented 
with the Georgia Department of Public Health.  These include 
the Central Intake Data System (CIDS), which can review 
electronic birth certificates, and the GSG Information and 
Referral Center, which provides follow-up on referrals and can 
be accessed by a statewide toll-free phone number.   

• State infrastructure has been developed to support the GSG 
framework and the MIECHV Program, including: 1) project 
management, 2) evaluation and data collection, 3) CQI, 4) 
technical assistance and training, 5) and contracts management.  

• Georgia invested in professional development by creating an 
annual Home Visiting Institute, the Technical Assistance and 
Quality (TAQ) team, and a Home Visiting Professional 
Development Work Group. 

 

Contact 

Carol Wilson 
Great Start Georgia/MIECHV 

Project Manager 
carolcwilson@gmail.com 

404-969-2815  
 

Carole Steele 
Great Start Georgia/MIECHV 

Director 
Carole.Steele@dhs.ga.gov 

404-656-2631 

 

What are our families saying? 
“I have been in Healthy Families about 2 years. I 
know a lot more about my child than I would have 
without this program; I understand her thoughts 
and feelings. When I entered the program, I was 
not happy with the father of my child and I had 
postpartum depression. Now I am married and 
loving my life with my little family. In the future, I 
want to learn as much as I can about how my child 
thinks and reacts to certain things, but also how I 
can help her develop as well. I would love to do 
this program again and I already am telling my old 
high school about this program.” 

This information was compiled and made possible through the efforts of the state of Georgia and 
the Association of State and Tribal Home Visiting Initiatives. 

 Learn more at www.asthvi.org 
 


