MASSACHUSETTS
HOME VISITING
Home visiting started in local communities that wanted a
better way to help families. Along the way, home visiting
efforts have attracted support from private donors and local,
state and federal governments because the research shows
home visiting helps parents and improves outcomes for
children, especially for the most vulnerable families.

Investment:
In Massachusetts during fiscal year 2015: the federal Maternal,
Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) program
provided $10 million to 21 evidence-based home visiting sites; the
state provided $14.4 million to Healthy Families Massachusetts,
which includes MIECHV and non-MIECHV supported sites; and
other home visiting programs received a combination of state,
local, and private funds.
In fiscal year 2015, there were 2,666 families served through
MIECHV-supported evidence-based home visiting programs in
the Commonwealth.
• 78% of participants report being single, never married
• 77% of participants enrolled during pregnancy
• 73% of participants are 21 years of age and younger
• 39% of participants are Hispanic/Latino
• 61% of participants are unemployed at time of enrollment
• 49% of participants are not students or involved in a training
program at time of enrollment
• 82% of participants have publicly paid health insurance
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Early Connections
Early Head Start
Early Intervention
Early Intervention
Partnerships Program
FOR Families
Healthy Baby Healthy Child
Healthy Families
Healthy Start Initiative
Healthy Steps
Parents as Teachers
Parent Child Home Program
Pregnant and Parenting Teen
Initiative
Visiting Moms
Young Parents Support
Program

Participating MIECHV Models:
•
•
•
•

Healthy Families
Early Head Start
Parents as Teachers
Healthy Steps

MIECHV-Funded
Sites

This information was compiled and made possible through the efforts of the State of Massachusetts and the
Association of State and Tribal Home Visiting Initiatives. Learn more at www.statehomevisiting.org

Building Systems of Care:
The federal Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home
Visiting (MIECHV) program has spurred new partnerships
and efforts in Massachusetts, such as:
• Welcome Family pilot program: a universal one-time nurse
home visit available to mothers with newborns in four pilot
sites
• Moving Beyond Depression: 15 in-home sessions for
women enrolled in home visiting programs who have
major depressive disorder
• Routine screening for maternal mental health, intimate
partner violence, substance abuse and child development
to identify family needs and make referrals, when not
already a program component
• Professional development opportunities for home visitors
and supervisors to improve skills and enhance
collaboration
• Cross systems training on social-emotional development
• Collaboration among early childhood/family support
initiatives in MA including MIECHV, Early Childhood
Comprehensive Systems, Race to the Top, Essentials for
Childhood, and new Preschool Expansion grant

Contact:
MIECHV Program CoDirectors:
Claudia Catalano

(617) 624-5976
Claudia.catalano@state.ma.us

Snaz Pierre
617-624-5484
Snaltze.pierre@state.ma.us

• Three tiered multi-university evaluation at the individual,
community, and systems levels

One Family’s Story:
When Tyeesha signed up for Parents as Teachers
services, her home visitor focused on developing a
relationship with the family. Together, they worked to
build Tyeesha’s confidence as a mother to 8-month-old
Iyrielle. When Tyeesha expressed concern over
Iyrielle’s gross motor and mobility development, her
home visitor helped her obtain screenings and
developmental activities for Iyrielle.
The home visitor also worked with Tyeesha to set goals
for herself. With this support, Tyeesha got a second job
and enrolled in school part-time to complete her
education. Today, mother and daughter are thriving!
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