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TENNESSEE HOME VISITING
Empowering the whole family

Tennessee launched the Healthier
Beginnings Program in July 2011 with
by meeting them where they are
the award of a federal Maternal Infant
Early Childhood Home Visiting
(MIECHV) grant to expand voluntary, evidence-based home visiting programs. The purpose of the program is
to address the diverse needs of families by providing intensive home visiting services to improve health and
developmental outcomes of children from birth through age 5. Competitive request for grant proposal processes
resulted in the selection of nine community based agencies to implement projects.
Healthier Beginnings operates three voluntary, evidence-based home visiting programs with its MIECHV
funds:
•
•
•

Health Families America (HFA)
Nurse-Family Partnership (NFP)
Parents as Teachers (PAT)

HFA
PAT
NFP

Home Visiting: how does it work?
Through periodic visits to the home, home
visitors assess pregnant women's and families'
health and social support needs; make referrals
to needed services; and provide education and
support to promote positive health and social
outcomes. The MIECHV home visiting programs
work to improve outcomes for families in the
following areas:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Improved maternal and newborn health;
Prevention of child abuse, neglect or
maltreatment;
Improved school readiness and achievement;
Reduction in domestic violence;
Improved family economic self-sufficiency;
Improved coordination and referrals for
needed community resources and supports.
www.ashtvi.org
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Investment: from many sources toward one goal
In addition to the 6 benchmarks identified above,
Tennessee’s Healthier Beginnings Program strives to:
•
•
•
•

Promote healthy child development and positive
parent-child interaction
Promote health outcomes for young children and
families in Tennessee
Strengthen the early childhood home visiting
workforce in Tennessee
Promote a comprehensive, high-quality early
childhood system in Tennessee that includes
voluntary home visiting programs

With its 2014 MIECHV grant awards, Tennessee’s
Healthier Beginnings Program:
•
•
•

Made 15,514 home visits to 1,836 parents and children in 1,091 families
Enrolled 755 new parents and children to the program
Served families living in communities in 31 counties across the state, or 33% of Tennessee
counties

Contact: to learn more about Tennessee’s program
Loraine Lucinski
Deputy Director of Child Health
Department of Health
710 James Robertson Parkway, 8th Floor
Nashville, TN
37243
615-532-8041
loraine.lucinski@tn.gov
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Website: https://www.tn.gov/health/article/MCH-healthierbeginnings

